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Winchester Lake is located approximately 30 miles southeast of Lewiston, Idaho within 
the exterior boundaries of the Nez Perce Reservation.  The lake originally served as a mill 
pond until 1963 and now is a central focus of a 218 acre State Park that surrounds the 
lake. 
 
Previous implementation of BMPs utilizing State Ag Water Quality Programs thru the 
Lewis Soil Conservation District greatly minimized impacts associated with ag land use. 
Installed bmps were effective, but not well understood by all the people or agencies in the 
area.   
 
The watershed was listed in 1996 on the 303-D list and a scheduled date of 1999 for 
TMDL development was initiated.  A Watershed Advisory Group was formed in 1998.  
A memorandum of Understanding or MOU, a first of its kind, was prepared between the 
State of Idaho, Nez Perce Tribe, and EPA with the intent to work collectively on the 
development of the TMDL.  The Wag and agencies recognized previous past efforts and 
identified loading concerns within the watershed.   
 
An implementation plan was soon developed that utilized the designating agencies for 
choosing and prioritizing BMPs that best targeted sources of pollutants.  Representatives 
from each land use were selected to serve on the WAG which included; 
   

• Agricultural BMPs  (Idaho Soil Conservation Commission, Lewis Soil  
Conservation District, Natural Resource Conservation Service) 

• Forestry and Private Timber Land   Idaho Dept. Lands 
• Road Improvements (Evergreen Highway District) 
• Park & Lake Side work (Idaho Dept. Parks & Rec. 
• In Lake Improvements, Idaho Dept. Fish & Game 
• City of Winchester 
• NezPerce Tribe 
• Monitoring (NP Tribe & Idaho Association Soil Conservation Districts, Idaho 

Dept. Ag.) 
 
Monitoring of the streams and bmps is taking place as an ongoing evaluation of 
effectiveness of all bmp installations.  The integration of all efforts and implementation 
of BMPs reflect landowners’ desire to work together for seeking solutions to improving 
water quality in the watershed.  The presentation will include pictures of Bmps installed 
utilizing multiple programs.  The success of this is the result of maintaining 
communication with all entities throughout the process. 
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